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The subject of my text is King Josiah, m- 
ler in Israel. I 

The predicate is, seeking after God. 

King Jonah reigned 641 years before 
Christ. It is said of him, that be was the 
least exceptional character that ever fill id the 
throne of Judah. He began well, continued 
well, and ended well. He had do private vices 
and no public crimen. The Bible «ays of him, 
*And the like unto him was there no king be- 
fore iiiai, that turned to the Lord with all his 
heart, and with all his soul, and with all hii 
might, according to all the law of Moses; 
neither after him arose there any like htm." 
2 Kings 23:25. 

It has been frequently observed, that voung 
king Edward VI, of England, greatly re- 
sembled Josiah. He indeed gave singular evi- 
dences of wisdom and piety far above his 
years : but he was taken away at such an 
early age, that we can only conjecture what he 
would have been and done, had he attained 
the age at which Josiah died. Josiah distin- 
guished himselffhainty by his great zeal in 
establishing the worship of the true God and 
the overthrow of idolatry, and withal his good- 
ness of heart. Hie father and grand-father, 
who had ruled before him, were very wicked 
men, and cared little for man and less for 
God. In consequence, the knowledge of the 
Lord and of the true form ot His worship had 
been almost totally lost sight of. 3o remiss 
had the people become in religious observances 
that no memorial services had been held for 
a number ol years. In fact the Book of Wor- 
ship had been lost. But this young king was 
so zealous in bis seeking after the God of 
David that he ordered the temple of the 
Lord to be thoroughly overhauled and repaired. 
It had been used as a storage house and a 
rubbish room. The workmen in the pnrsuit 
of their labors found the Book of the Law. 
Then there was a great excitement. M I have 
found the Book !" was the cry. It was car- 
ried to the king. The king had it read to him 
by bis secretary. It was wonderful what 
things were in that Book, which when trie 
King beard he rent bis clothes and exclaim- 
ed : 

"Go ye, inquire of the Lord for me and for 
the people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
wo: ds of this book that is found : for great is 
the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against 
us, because our fathers have not hearkened 
unto the words, of this Book to do according 
unto all that which is written concerning us." 
Then it was sent up to the prophetess, who 
lived in the College at Jerusalem, (2 Kings 
22 : 14.) to have it thoroughly tested and crit- 
icised, we presume. Having been proven gen- 
uine, the young king at once set about to 
have it obeyed, and all its requirements car- 
ried out minutely and carefully. He ordered 
the instruments of idol worship to be brought 
out of the temple and burned outside the walls 
of Jerusalem. Then a paasover was prepared 
and held such as had never been held before 
in all the land of Judah. 

With such a ruler the children of Israel 
might well be happy, especially when they 
wonid contrast their condition with that of 
the subjects of his wicked predecessors : Amon 
and Manassch. Hew applicable the words of 
the Book of Proverbs : 

"When the righteous are in authority, the 
people rejoice ; but when the wicked beareth 
yule the people mourn." 

My young friends : what the fear of the 
Lord did for king Josiah and his subjects, it 
will do for each one of yon, and through yon 
to all who are in any way under your in- 
fluence. And the contrast which then exist- 
ed between a godly life and an ungodly life 
still exists. So do also the temptations to evil 
and the opportunities and incentives to do 
good. And we take pleasure in inviting your 
attention to the distinguished character of 
the hero of our text 

We offer yon the following lesson, drawn 
from our subject : 

I. It is profitable to young people to know 
and serve the Lord. 

II. Religion is honorable to young and 
old. 

III. The fear of the Lord is conducive to 
happiness. 

In these three propositions we have all there 
is to make life enjoyable or the prolongation 
of existence desirable. And each is condu- 
cive to the other ; but especially are the first 
two productive of the third. 

First then 

(7.) It i» profitable to young people to know 
and strut thehord. 

Paul tells as that "Godliness is profitable 
lotto all things, having promise of the lite that 
sow is and of that which is to come." Also 


achievements. Religion is itself a science, 
It has its principles and sequents. And the 
study of Religious Philosophy tends to the 
development of the powers- of mind and Heart 
not only as rapidly but much more perma- 
nently than does the pursuit of any other 
study. 

2 It inculcates the elements of frugality. 
Among these may be uamed : 

1. Correct business Habits, 

The Bible instructs: "Better is a little 
with Righteousness, than great revenues 
without right." Prov. 16 : 8. 

And 

"Seest thou a man diligent in his business, 
ho shall stand before Kings; he shall not 
stand before mean men." Prov. 22 : 29. 

2. It advises prompt payments : 

"Say not unto thy neighbor, Go and come 
again, and to-morrow I will pav thee, when 
thou bast it by thee," Prov, 3 : 28. 

3. It warns you against suretyship, one of 
the greatest errors in business, and which has 
been the cause of more failures than any other 
one mistake common to business men. The 
Bible says: 

"He that is surety for strangers shall smart 
for it. Perhaps some of us still feel a slight 
burning sensation from our experience in this 
kind of adventure. "And he that hates surety- 
ship is sure," We hate it, but we were taught 
by experience instead of from the study of the 
Bible upon the subject. The result is the 
same except that we are lacking a few thous- 
and dollars cash. Experience is a good teach- 
er but she is very expensive. 

4 It enjoins industry and enterprise. Paul 
forbids sloth! ulness in business, and admonish- 
es to energy, so that we may be 'enabled to 
support the weak, and feel the truth of what 
the Master says : 

"It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

He also enjoins to "Study to be quiet and 
to do your own business, and work with your 
own hands," 1 Thess. 4 : 11. 

5. Religion decreases our wants, for it in- 
culcates moderation. And prosperity depends 
fully as much upon our savings as upon our 
earnings. A philosopher has put into proverb 
that "A penny saved is a penny earned." 

We believe then that you will concede our 
first affirmation: That Religion is profitable 
to all. 

II. Religion is honorable to young and 
old. 

There is perhaps no other influence which 
has contributed so largely to the infidelity of 
the present age as that of its pretentions tot 
respectability. Nor has I r religion committed 
a greater injustice upon humanity than when 
it attempted to stigmatize the worship- 
pers of God with commonalty or inferi- 
ority. Nor would we disguise the fact thai 
the effort has been alarmingly successful. 
And no one has done more to deceive the peo- 
ple by this irtifice than has Mr. ft. G. Inger- 
soll. He has insinuated himself into the es- 
teem of our youth by assuming all the graces 
of the highest type of Christian fraternity and 
paternity, and by accusing Christians of the 
opposite. He attributes our national liberties 
and American greatness to the infidelity of 
the age, and charges the errors and ills of the 
pant to Christianity, And although the at- 
tack is flagrantly bold and impudent, it has 
been successful, and thousands of young men 
and women in pious homes have been poison- 
oned by the deception, and have become 
alienated from their homes, their God and 
their virtue. 

And his most faithful helpmates have been 
the false professors of religion in the persons 
of inconsistant parents who grasped for wealth 
to the neglect of religions, paternal or humane 
duties. 

But we hope to show you that the worship 
of God is Honorable, 

Dignified, and 

Indicative of the highest type of Intellec- 
tual culture. 

Instead of reproving we feel rather to sym- 
pathize with those who have been deceiv- 
ed, and to offer them a fatherly and pas- 
toral hand, which has been strengthened by 
severe experience in many an uneven contest 
with the artful enemy. 

Let us then, look into the lives of those 
who like our hero, began to seek after the 
Lord while they were yet young. 

Gen. Washington recognized God and the 
Bible, and was faithful to the Christian creed 
from his yonth. It is said of him that he 
had prayers morning and evening, and was 
regular in his attendance at the services of 
the church of which he was a communicant. 
And upon one occasion in the absence of a 
clergyman a prayer of his own composition 
was nsed. Irving's life of Washington, page 
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All the presidents of the United States have 
bowed their heads in honor oi him who ruletb 
the Universe. And all the Governors of the 
States — with perhaps a single exception — are 
worshipers of God in the name of Christ. Our 
fate honored Garfield, ol whose birth-place our 
commonwealth is proud, sought the God of 
his fathers while yet in his youth, and be 
found the Lord gracious even to his end. 

All the poets whom the world honors, save 
perhaps Pope and Burns, recognized and rev- 
erenced the Deity. 

Bacon says : 

"There was never law, or sect, or opinion 
which so magnify goodness as the Christian 
religion does." 

Burke says : 

"We know, and what is better we feel in- 
wardly, that religion is the basis of civil so- 
ciety, and the source of all good, and of all 
comfort." 

Voung : 

"A Christian is the highest style of man." 

Cicero: "The contemplation of celestial 
things will make a man both speak and think 
more sublimely and munificently when he de- 
scends to human affairs. 

In such society need we apologize for wor- 
shipping God, or hesitate to seek the Lord 
while we are yet young? 

Besides, we are in company with all the Be- 
nevolent Institutions, Literary Enterprises, 
Reformatory movements, and Progressive 
workers in Science, Art and Civil Govern- 
ment, of the Past, Present, and of the promis- 
ing future. 

III. The fear ot the Lord is conducive to 
happiness. 

The Bible teaches that "The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom." And next 
to the instructions of Solomon permit me to 
introduce James Montgomery in his Aspira- 
rations of Youth : 

■'< toward . onward may we press 

Through the path of duty ; 
Virtue is true happiness, 

EAellence true beauty; 
Minds are of supernal birth. 

Let us make a heaven of earth." 

And in the words of another : 

'•Without breathing, man as well might hope 
For life, as without piety fot peace/' 

— young. 

After having our first and second, namely 
the elements of success in business, and the 
honorable associations of virtue and religion, 
what else remains to bo added to our enp of 
bliss but to retain a conscience void of offense 
toward God and man. "A good conscience," 
says Addison : "is to the soul what health is 
to the body : it preserves a constant ease and 
serenity within us, and more than counter- 
vails all the calamities and afflictions which 
can possibly befall us." 

In the society of all the truly great and no- 
ble men and women of our own times and of 
the ages past, who have bowed the knee to 
King Emmanuel; in memory of the sacred- 
ness and purity of your homes ; under the 
echoes of the fervent prayere of your fond 
parents, I adjure yon, O young people of Ash- 
land College, will your intelligence or yonr 
conscience justify you in admitting reproach 
upon the worship of the God of your fathers ! 
Rat her, is there not an inward prompting deep 
down in your soul*, to seek the Lord while 
you are yet young, and assure yonr own pros 
perity and happiness for time and eternity, 
and bring gladness to the hearts of those who 
have sorrowed for yon ?. 

Instead of being ashamed of religion, have 
yon not rather great occasion to rejoice that 
it is your privilege to be honored as a member 
of the royal family of heaven, and to blosh 
that you have so long slighted the profered 
insignia. How well Mr. Gregg has anticipat- 
ed our feelings and supplied out occasion in 
hie beautiful! ines : 

"Jesus and shall It ever be, 
A mortal man ashamed of thee ? 
Ashamed of thee whom angels praise. 
Whose glory shines tb rough eDdless days. 

Ashamed of Jesus sooner far, 
I.«t evening blush to own a star I 
lie sheds the beams of light divine 
O'er this benighted soul of mine. 

Ashamed of Jesus, just as soon 
Let evening be ashamed of noon ; 
Tla midnight with my soul, till be, 
Bright Morning Star, bids darkness flee I 

Ashamed of Jesus that dear Friend, 
On whom my bopee of heaven depend, 
Mo 1 when 1 blush be this my shame, 
That I no more revere his name. 

Ashamed of Jesus I Yes I may 
If I've no sin to wash away ; 
No lean to wipe, do good to crave, 
No ftais to quell, no soul to save. 
Hymn No. 317, Brethren's Hyunody . 
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In the discussion of the proposition as stat- 
ed, I prefer to say something with reference 
to conventions in general. A convention 
— according to the definition of the dictionary, 
is an assembly of representatives or delegate* 
to accomplish some specific object, civil, poli- 
ticel or ecclesiastical. The numerous conven- 
tions that are being held, to advance civil, 
social, political, religious, and even trrehgiom 
interests, attest to the usefulness of conven- 
tions in accomplishing the object for which 
they are called. No political party could long 
maintain an existence without the convention 
or its equivalent. Railroad corporations hold 
conventions to fix rates of fare and freight 
and otherwise advance their interests. Man- 
ufacturing interests of all kinds recognze the 
usefulness of conventions. Mechanics, arti- 
sans, merchants, farmers, wool-gatherers, 
monopolists, anti- monopolists, brewers, dis- 
tillers and saloontsts bold conventions from 
time to time, and in fact there is no interest of 
any importance whatever, requiring united 
effort or organized effort, that does not recog- 
nize the usefulness of conventions. Even 
bootblacks, in large cities, have their conven- 
tions, and undoubtedly the interests of their 
profession are promoted by them. There can 
be no question about the usefulness of con* 
ventions. Since they are employed by every 
interest, from politicians to bootblacks, and 
from religious bodies to saloonists and brew- 
ers. What is so universally recognized as a 
fact, seems to need no demonstration. A con- 
vention is right or wrong, good or bad, owing 
to the object it seeksto advance and the meth- 
ods employed in their advancement. When 
conventions employ the methods of tyrants, 
and political tricksters for the purpose of pro- 
moting selfish and unholy objects, they are 
wrong, though held under the cloak of relig- 
ion and controlled by a people professing su- 
perior piety and humility. And again, the 
methods employed by a convention may be 
guod. but the object sought to be promoted by 
good methods may be bad, and, therefore, the 
convention a promoter of evil. A convention, 
therefore, to be good and right, and produc- 
tive of good, must have a good object and 
employ good methods to promote the same. 

There are different ways by which a cause 
can be advanced by a convention held in its 
interests. The opportunities of a convention 
may be classified as follows : 

1st. Social: 

2nd. Educational. 

3rd. Organizational 

When a convention simply meets tor the 
purpose of discussing plans and methods, tell- 
ing experiences, and proposing and answering 
questions, and exhortations to duty, the op- 
portunities- are alone of asocial and education- 
al character. But when there is a mapping 
out of work and an appointment or election l 
of persons to do the work, with instruct ion* 
how to do it, and means provided to do it 
with ; then there is organization and the re- 
sult will be in proportion to the efficiency of 
the laborers and the means and methods em- 
ployed. 

The object of the Sunday school convention 
is to advance the interests of Sunday schools. 
It may contemplate all or only part of the 
uses and opportunities afforded by a con- 
vention and its influence enlarged or lim- 
ited accordingly. If its object is only for so- • 
cial and educational purposes, it may accom- 
plish much good. If it also includes or re- 
sults in organization its sphere of usefulness 
will be increased still more. The illustration 
of the bundle of sticks made by the old gen- 
tleman for the benefit of his sons, is illustra- 
tive of the usefulness of a Sunday School con- « 
vention. He had each one of his sons to try * 
to break the bundle of twelve sticks, which 
they all did, without success. He then sepa- . 
rated the bundle, and gave each one a single 
stick, with instructions to break it, which they 
accomplished quite easily. A dozen are 
stronger than one, and a hundred are stronger 
than a dozen, providing, of course, they are 
peers, and providing, also, they have a com- 
mon object in view. The social feature of a 
convention affords great pleasure, especially 
when the convention is of a religions charact- ■ 
er, bat the -pleasure is not all that is derived 
from a social intercourse. Persons meeting^** 
together socially are made stronger and more^™ 
capable to accomplish life's labors and bear 
life's burdens. When I am laboring in the 
Sunday school work at one place I will re- 
member that yon, my brothers, and you, my 
sisters are engaged in the same work else- 
where. I have formed your acquaintance 
at the convention and it affords me inspiration 
to labor harder and more persevering] y be- 
cause I know that such excellent persons as \ 
know you to be are my co-laborers in this 
work. I know that I have yonr sympathy 
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